
Preface

If you are reading this preface, you are probably preparing for the first week of
law school. Welcome to your new profession! You’ll quickly learn that the law is fun,
exciting, and demanding because lawyers spend much of their time using legal con-
cepts creatively. As you begin your first year of law school, you are embarking on a
new kind of educational experience designed to teach you the critical reasoning skills
you need as a creative legal thinker. The learning curve can feel steep, and therefore
challenging. But those challenges make the study of law rewarding and interesting.
Soon, many of the fundamental ideas that you’ll struggle to understand in the first few
weeks of law school will become second nature, and you’ll wonder why you had such
a hard time grasping them. Those basic concepts will be replaced by more complex
ideas, that, in turn, you’ll master as well. With perseverance and guidance from your
professors, you will soon realize how fun and satisfying the law can be.

As you begin law school, you’ll quickly recognize that all of the first-year classes
are designed to help you acquire the critical reasoning skills lawyers use to analyze
legal problems. In the subject matter courses — like contracts and torts — you will
refine those analytical skills by learning concepts relevant to different areas of the
law. In your legal writing course, you’ll develop analytical skills by learning to prepare
the basic type of documents lawyers write in practice. This legal writing text and
related materials are designed to teach you the methodology to analyze and write
about legal issues so that you’ll eventually be able to apply those skills to even the
most complicated legal questions. Through that process, you will soon have a good
grasp of how to ‘‘think like a lawyer’’ and how to write like one, too!

Let’s get started!
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